Design Milk
During my first year at the University of Iowa I designed a set of three concrete planters with a wooden base. The concrete planters are a simple rectangular form with base dimensions measuring 5" x 5" and the height measuring 3", 5", or 8" tall. The wooden base is versatile. Depending on from which side the concrete planter is placed into the wooden base, the planter can be elevated 3" or 5" from any surface. The versatility of the base and the planter size variations gives one the option to customize the set in various arrangements. The visual aesthetic and versatility of the planter prompted a positive response and the comments from my class. This prompted me to share my work to a larger audience and public. I decided to send my work to Design Milk, which is a design blog that features many artists and designers work from all around the world. My hope was to share my work with the larger community of creative people from the industry so that I could have made my mark in the industry along the other designers. A few months after I had sent my work to Design Milk they decided to feature my concrescence planters on their blog. The featuring of the planters on Design Milk prompted numerous opportunities that came my way. The opportunities varied from magazine features with two British based magazines, ICON and OnOffice, to an invitation to exhibit my work at Slovenia's Month of Design, and sales opportunities at Touch of Modern and Houzz, among many other opportunities. Through many opportunities I realized how much great exposure I had gotten with just a single design that I had submitted to a blog website. This whole feature got me to think that I had to take advantage of the opportunity that I had at hand and become something more than a designer; I had to become an entrepreneur to take this opportunity and grow it into something that would lead me to other great achievements. It was this entrepreneurial path that has led me to exhibiting at internationally recognized venues, which prompted me to establish a formal brand, and the brand that hopes to be recognized with its core values and identity.
Salone Satellite
After being featured in the Design Milk I wanted to continue with my efforts and do more with the opportunity that I had with my design. One thing that I did was apply to different exhibitions nationally and internationally. One exhibition that I applied to be selected as part of the curated group of designers was Salone Satellite, which is part of was planning for the show were challenging. The space that I was given was 13 foot x 13 foot, with blank beige canvas walls and gray carpet and a single electrical outlet with 220
volts. Everything else was up to me to design and organize, including graphics, the logo and the pedestals. The graphics included visual elements that would promote the work to the show visitors. Using Showcard is usually an easy way to promote a product as it features important information about the work and the designer. 
Presentation
Product presentation is a very important part of any given work. How a product is presented can make or break the success of the product itself. Not only does the presentation depend on the quality of the design, but it also depends on the visual 6 aesthetics. This can be done with the selection of right materials and pairings of appropriate colors. Once I finish the production of the prototype my focus shifts to how a product can be displayed and marketed to the public, so that the important elements and features of the design are highlighted best way possible. My approach to highlighting features of any product is by emphasizing the usability and the purpose of the products that I create. Some products are easy to identify and point out the best features, but with some products the general public needs to be educated on what the product is and needs to be instructed on how the object can be used. With my Modular tiles it is not too difficult to identify their function, but it can be difficult to figure out the instructions and versatility of the design itself. My approach to this challenge is to create a visual narrative to illustrate various arrangement or options that each product may have. gives the opportunity to highlight the modular and versatile elements of the tiles. Even though the design of the tile is simple, it has the ability for wide range of arrangement.
Another design that uses the same principle are the set of planters that was featured on Design Milk. The complexity of the wooden base make it difficult to follow any written 8 instructions, so it is easier to follow the visual instructions on how to set up the base. 
Stage
Elaborate presentation of products is a way to make them more appealing and marketable. Presenting products in a way that makes the audience relate to the product gives them a greater motivation for them to own it. Simply photographing the product features the function of the piece itself and highlights the function of the design. When the work is presented in a curated setting it make the product that much more relatable to the audience. The elaborate presentation usually involves creating a set or a stage that would resemble the setting of each product in the real world. With the example of Side to
Side desk organizers I wanted to create a set of desk organizers that is versatile in its function. The versatility of the organizer lies in a fact that the container does not limit its usability and function. The only limitations that the organizer has is the size of each container. The large container is ideal for rulers, scissors and letter openers. The medium size is ideal for any writing utensils, and the smallest container for erasers, paperclips and rubber bands. The function of a desk organizer is simple, but I want to make the inspiration of the set more relevant when it came to taking photos of it. I decided to apply the lightest color to the largest container and chose to use darker colors for the two smaller containers. This way I control the visual attentions of the set. As darker colors tend to demand more attention, I had to make sure that one or the other piece would not stand out, so I applied the darker colors to the smaller containers for the purposes of visual balance. As for the photo background I also used analogues warm colors as I did for the containers. The reason for using analogues warm colors is to create a visual balance by creating a general color scheme that is less demanding. I did not use other colors for the background, as the colors would have created more of a contrast, which would have detracted from the object itself and would have put more emphasis on the colors rather than the objects.
In the case for the Modular Tiles I am in the process of creating the set where I will present the modular elements of the tiles that will complement and highlight the features. I am using the setting of a kitchen, and bringing in some other elements as props to better identify the setting. The tiles will represent the backsplash of the kitchen, and
props like teacups and a kettle will be used to better depict the setting of the kitchen counter. As with the desk organizer, I will use color and lighting to direct attention towards the subject so that there will not be a visual conflict between the tiles and the props that I will use to create a photo that will market the tiles. This way each product has its own stage that can be photographed and presented as part of the marketing.
Marketing
Not only is this process just for visual purposes, but it is very much needed and helpful for marketing my brand to press and media. During my first exhibition at Salone Satellite I had a chance to talk to many individuals that were from different press and media outlets, including blogs and magazines. The question that everyone was asking was if I had a press kit available. A press kit is a bundle of information usually provided by the exhibitors that includes resourceful information to the media. This usually includes high resolution images of work that is being presented. These are images that are 13 magazine or print ready. Photos can be of the work in its environment or in a photo studio setting. This gives the exhibitor the chance to provide photographic images of their work at its best quality to be featured in a magazine, blog, or press coverage. Press kits also include the description of the product; this description can be narrative description or functional description. The text gives the publisher the ability to use that information to write an article about the work. Many times it is expected that the designer provides a text to the publisher that is ready to publish or text that does not need much editing. The fact that as a designer I have to provide information to the press gives me the advantage. I can provide a text that benefits me because I get a chance to narrate the product that I design.
As a designer I can provide text and information in a way that someone from outside may not have the insight or have the attachment to my design as I would. This also gives me the ability to think about my work in ways that designers don't always get a chance to think about. When I am designing something I am solving a problem at hand, but when I have to write about that problem solving it is a different process, as people don't want to hear about the problem solving process but the narrative of the design. A narrative can be anything from an inspirational story to a poetic story, or simply a way to have people relate to the object better.
As part of being a professional designer one also has to be a creative writer, as designing is no longer sufficient enough. I find myself in luck when it comes to crating narrative stories or inspiration stories, as when I design I find it easier to have some sort of inspiration or a narrative. I was inspired by Tulips when I designed the Side to Side 
Forming a Business
Exhibiting at Salone Satellite the first time exposed me to a greater part of the design industry. I had trained and prepared to the best of my ability, but no training comes close to experiencing the industry first hand. Through my process of marketing and promoting my work I was putting in enough work that I could have become part of the professional world of design. One of the ways I did that was by telling myself that I was no longer a student but a professional entrepreneur who also happened to be a designer. The process of becoming a professional designer with entrepreneurial mind set was not easy, as I had to start thinking more about how I would turn my product into a viable business. I could no longer be attached to my work simply as a designer, but as someone who prompted and marketed with profit in mind. One of the first thing that I did was to take an introductory business class that was helpful but was still not what I was looking for. The class was more of a theory-based class and did not really apply to my situation, so through more searching and asking around I came across the Founders Club.
This is an organization that helps University of Iowa students with businesses launch and grow their ideas. With the success and a lot of motivation I was able to join the Founders Club. One way they have been able to help me is that I get to work with a mentor who 16 understands the world of business well. One of the ways that I got to understand my business was working with the Business Model Canvas (BMC), which breaks down any business into nine different units that makes up any viable business. Understanding those nine different blocks are crucial, just as it is crucial to understand design. Form and scale are major components of how far the limitations of the materials can be pushed. As part of the design process form has to be considered with the material that is being used. Because of the wide range usage of concrete, one still cannot disregard the structural form that the material will be shaped into. In the example of the Modular Tiles the nature and the usage of the tiles allows it to be thinner than it would have to be for floor tiles. For the set of Concrescence planters where the planters vary in height I was able to keep thin profile of the planters just by making the planters into rectangular form.
The nature of the form of the planters gives me the ability to make the walls of the planter thinner. The thickness of all concrescence planters is one half inch (.5"). The base dimension is 5" x 5" but the height of them varies from 3", to 5", to 8" tall. I was able to use the same material as I used for the Modular Tiles; all I had to do was to change the form of the mold to make the same material work for different application just by creating a form that was able to withstand its own weight and additional forces. The three-dimensional form of the planters creates areas of the planter that are naturally 19 stronger because of its simple geometric form. It is the combination of both the material and the form that lets me create designs that I am able to reproduce at large quantity.
Process
Technology and Processes makes the manufacturing process become more efficient and effective. Mass manufacturing is easy once the system and mechanism is figured out, but getting to that point is a challenge that cannot be ignored or overlooked when designing. Most of the products that I have designed have the ability to be produced in large amounts in short periods of time just because I use technology to create the first mother mold or a prototype with equipment that that is expensive or not ideal for mass production. The technology that I use includes Computer Numeric Controls (CNC) or Rapid Prototyping (3D Rapid Prototyping). This way I am able to produce the first prototype that is the finest example of the design without any flaws and defects. With the prototype I am able to create a Mother Mold using traditional techniques and methods. This way I am able to create unique objects with the help of modern technology and am able to reproduce them in ways that traditionally would have not been able to reproduce with mass manufacturing.
When I design I always think of using materials that are sustainable or long lasting. The idea of sustainability has changed in the past decade as more and more waste is generated from disposable plastics products. Sustainability no longer simply means using materials that are recycled but also using materials that are less impacting. I believe that as a designer it is part of my duty to educate the general public with the issues of sustainability. One of the ways I hope to get this across is by creating valuable products that the consumers will keep for many years to come and pass down to the next generation. One problem with easily disposable products is that the materials are cheap and the manufacturing of the products is also very low cost, which means that it does not create enough value for customers to keep them for a long period of time. With my products the goal is to create value with function, material, and beauty.
Conclusion
After being featured on Design Milk blog the journey of my graduate years has changed in many ways that I never thought possible. The small exposure to a large audience has given me the insight and understanding of how the industry really works.
Even though I am far from the industry standard, I am making my progress towards it. I am very glad that the University of Iowa has given me the education that I need to succeed, but the reality of the industry is much more than what I can experience at any educational institution.
